
A Life of Service…Equipped to Serve part 2 
Ephesians 4:12 

 
 
For many years people believed the stars and planets of the solar system revolved around the earth.   

They thought the earth was the center of the universe. 
  We know that the earth is not the center of the universe. 

The idea though changed is still around 
      Sadly today, some people act as though they are the center of the universe.  
  It’s all about me pic 
      One of the influential and innovative writers of the last twenty years… 

“Everything in my own immediate experience supports my deep belief  
that I am the absolute center of the universe, the realest,  
most vivid and important person in existence.” David Foster Wallace 

      Unfortunately, the American culture has produced in our generation people who have  
brought this into the church.  They view the church as a commodity they can consume 
and not a place where they should give of themselves.  
 

We have a master, Jesus, and we are called to live a life like his.  
One of life’s greatest living privileges is to live your life as Jesus lived His 

He served others. He loved others. He gave His life away.  
And He challenges you to do the same. As a believer you are commissioned by 
God and have a divine mandate to love others. 
To assist you in your mission, you have spiritual gifts—special abilities give by 
God to every believer—that provide the power you need to encourage, 
strengthen, teach, comfort, bless and love others. 

 
Biblical understanding 
Ephesians 4:12 

 
to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  

 
Calling is what we live to do- ministry.  This is our purpose.  
 This is what we are made for. 
Gifting is what we love to do- worker.  This is our passion. 
 This is what we have been gifted with. 
 
I am a minister who happens to be a preacher, a husband, father and hunter. 
 
“We are Gospel plumbers, Gospel teachers, Gospel lawyers, Gospel doctors, Gospel 
musicians, Gospel salesmen, Gospel moms and dads and Gospel neighbors. We're motivated 
by a single passion: that somehow and in some way, God would use our lives to accurately 
depict the truths of the Gospel and lead people to saving and liberating faith.” 
 
We believe that each Christian has been made to engage in the work of Christ according to the 
passion and gifts he has given us by the Holy Spirit.   
 
I Peter 4:10-11  Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 
 
Ephesians 2:10  For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 



I Corinthians 12:4–6, 11  There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 

There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but 
in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work…. All these are the work of one and 
the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 
 
Your test 
Last week I encouraged you to think of taking an inventory of the Spiritual Gifts  
Learning about what spiritual gift you have 
I had my wife take it for me.  Her perspective is important because she sees it being done. 
Compass results 
 
Definitions 
I Corinthians 14:1  Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit,  
 
What is a spiritual gift? 
Spiritual gifts are empowerments that the Holy Spirit gives to each member of the Body of Christ 
for various kinds of ministry in ways that were not possible by mere natural effort. 
 “A spiritual gift is any gift that is empowered by the HS and used in any ministry of the church” Grudem  
 
What are the spiritual gifts? 
The Bible gives the spiritual gifts in 4 main sections of scripture: Rom 12, I Cor 12, and Eph 4.  List 

Romans 12 
exhortation 
giving 
leadership 
mercy 
prophecy 
service 
teaching 

1 Corinthians 12 
administration 
apostle 
discernment 
faith 
healing 
helps 
knowledge 
miracles 
prophecy 
teaching 
tongues 
interpretation 
wisdom 

Ephesians 4 
apostle 
prophets 
evangelism 
pastor 
teaching 

Other Passages 
celibacy (1 Cor. 7:7-8) 
hospitality (1 Pet. 4:9-10) 
martyrdom (1 Cor. 13:1-3) 
missionary (Eph. 3:6-8) 
voluntary poverty (1 Cor. 
13:1-3) 
  

Definitions- posted on line this week for you.  
At times there is needed correction to those who practice “counterfeit” and spiritual gifts  

in an unbiblical manner seeking man’s glory, or selfishness or not biblically sound. 
 
Our Church 
Where is my place? 
- packer ticket office # 95,572   picture 
 
Church is not about fulfilling our desires that we would be the center of the universe.  
This is about connecting with God and using your gifts to connect and serve one another. 
 
Ministry opportunities 
We provide opportunities to use your gifts, we are not a church just looking for volunteers  

or warm bodies to fill a position 



we who were children of wrath became the children of the heavenly Father. Objects of divine 
displeasure became the prized and precious family of the Almighty. The sovereign God turned 
us who “were not his people” into “his people.” 
Redeemed sons and daughters of God, we now enjoy our place in God’s family by the Son’s 
curse-crushing work. We are the people of God, loved, forgiven, and cleansed. We are 
Christ’s church. As the people of God, we have taken on a new identity, bear a new name, and 
enter a new set of relationships, privileges and obligations. Every facet of our existence is now 
defined by membership in God’s family, identity with Jesus and solidarity with his people. 
One does not view membership in Christ’s kingdom as membership at the local Gym: “I’ll use 
my pass when I feel like going.” One does not volunteer to serve a king, let alone the King of 
kings. 
we must remember who we are and who we belong to. 
We must see that our membership into his heavenly family and service to his visible family are 
great and privileged obligations. 
We don’t volunteer at church?  
You must join the church, serve the church, and unashamedly love the church.  
 
Look at the listing of gifts you have 
Following are examples of rooms or locations at Maranatha, and what gifts may be used.  
     Sanctuary  - Preaching  
     Kitchen – Serving, Exhortation 
     Fellowship Hall – Encouragement, prophecy, wisdom 
     Church Office – Leading, administration 
     Pastor Office – Exhortation, Wisdom, Shepherd,  
     Soul Garage - teaching, Exhortation,    
     Sunday School Classroom – Teaching, Evangelism 
     Storage room or bathroom - Serving 
     Outside garden area or parking lot - Serving 
     Missionary displays and offering – Giving and Faith 
     Welcome Center – Serving, Administration 
 
Your spiritual gifts were not given for your own benefit but for the benefit of others. 
Ministry Fair 
Children- awana   Youth     Women       Operation Xmas child       Ushers and graters 
Helping hands        Community gardens        Missions        Hospitality     Freedom in x 
Worship arts       Buildings        Disco sm groups Men        Young adults 
 
The church in not here to satisfy the consumer demands of believers as in what “we want”, 
    the church exists to equip and mobilize men and women for God’s mission into the world. 
 
I am here as an advocate to earnestly desire spiritual gifts to impact others with God’s grace 
and love. This process could be anywhere from 2-5 years. 
 
Set aside time this week to determine where your gifts may best be used in service to God.  
Set aside time this week to serve someone. 
 As you give your time, resources and talents, then you will discover the joy of serving.  
 Pray for, ask for, and walk in these gifts. 
God has gifted you with an expression of the Holy Spirit to support His vision and mission of the 
church. It is a worldwide vision to reach all people with the gospel of Christ.  
You have been called into gospel ministry where you work, play, and live. 


